Wade Street Church 12.06.11 am
“THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ”
John 16:4b-15

It's getting closer. The time when Jesus will havdetve his closest friends and followers is drawing
inexorably closer. And he continues his lengthy falespeech in the verses we've read this morning.
Since almost the very beginning of his ministry, Jelsas been trying to prepare his disciples for his
inevitable departure. Of course, they must have knoanahe day he would leave them, that he would
die, as all of us do. They just thought he might havedas bit longer — or, at least, might have achieved
some of the things that he was so often telling tladyout. Where was this “Kingdom” he had been
making so much fuss about? Where was the obvious ruBodfin this little occupied territory of the
Roman Empire? Where were the justice and righteousingiske — and the Hebrew prophets before him
— had been promising? Surely he couldn’t be leaving Yaere was so much more to do, so much more
to say.

So Jesus is trying to explain. It all seems so obviouss, with the benefit of two thousand years of
hindsight, but for them it just didn't make sense. Andlesus makes his departure explicit, he reveals
that he has a bit more to tell them. There amgththey need to know about what's going to happen
next. And what's going to happen next can’t happen uatilshgone. For the inauguration of this
Kingdom, this righteous reign of God, it is necessarysfmme other things to take place — the death,
resurrection and exaltation of Jesus must take placéy tkaam can the promised Holy Spirit arrive. Only
then can the Kingdom of God be inaugurated. And the Hallyt'S presence is one of the key markers
of this Kingdom, one of the sure signs of God’s holy.ru®o this departure of Jesus — so untimely to
human eyes — will make it possible for the Spirit tavarrand the Spirit will bring new ministries, new
ways of proclaiming the Kingdom of God, of spreading theggbmessage that God wants all the world
to hear.

A locally limited Jesus, a Jesus embodied in human skinlarated in a specific geographical place, a
Jesus you could see and hear and touch and find with a feapnoe, would not be able to reach as
widely as God wanted. The message of the Gospel woulddsprdy at the speed of the fastest horse
and reach only those who were there to hear it. tBaitHoly Spirit, living and working in the lives of
men and women across the globe, would mean that Gotlistyacould be seen and experienced
infinitely more widely. Jesus is off to pass on theon in the relay of God’s unfolding plans for
humanity, to pass it on to the Holy Spirit. Through de®r through which Jesus exits, the Holy Spirit
will make his entrance. And, Jesus goes on to explais, Spirit will come with ministries in three
particular directions: ministries to the world, to thsciples and to Jesus himself.

1. TO THE WORLD (w8-11)

In vw8-11, Jesus tells the disciples what effect the Holy Spilithave on the world. As I'm sure some
of you know, there’s a lot of debate about what exatttgse words mean here and how we should
understand them in English. Some of you may have ditferersions of the Bible this morning and what
you have in your version may include subtle differenceshfthe NIV, from which we’ve just read. We
could spend most of our time this morning looking at théerdift translations and their implications,
parsing the Greek and debating the English. It might tegeisting for some of you, but that’s usually
only an excuse for not getting on and doing what it ssysjou can discuss that amongst yourselves and
consult the various commentaries that have beenewrit{The way I’'m going to read these verses this
morning is a synthesis of the ideas put forward in themmentaries by Don Carson, F F Bruce and
George Beasley-Murray. (I just mention that so you kfie&vdone a bit of work for this sermon!) |

The Holy Spirit is going to expose the thinking, thetades of the world for what they are. He will
eventually bring the world to the realisation of itsrofolly — in the sense of a conscience — and also
reveal to the disciples what are the problems thal teée confronted. The things that we take so much



for granted will be shown up as false and sinful and the¥eenable something to be done about them.
There are three things in particular that Jesus nrenhere.

Firstly, the Holy Spirit willexpose the sirof the world. It is through the Holy Spirit's work thaeople

will see that their lives are out of line with whabd expects and wills. This is both exemplified by and
caused by unbelief. People do not believe in God, sp 46e no need to take anything that he says
seriously. And their behaviour and attitudes demonstyaite clearly that they have no time for God, no
room for him in their lives and they have effectywelismissed any thought of him from their minds.
Although many people would maintain that they do believ&ad, the Holy Spirit makes it obvious that
they do not. It means that the disciples of Jesus €hwmw includes you and me — will have the
discernment necessary to see those who really neealveotheir belief in God kindled or re-kindled. And
it can mean that those who have tried to live with@ad find their lives transformed as the Spirit works
within them — sometimes as a result of people speakinthém about Jesus, sometimes seemingly
without any human intervention as their consciencegedcked and they seek out God for themselves.

Secondly, the Holy Spirit wilexpose the righteousness of the world for what it.isUp to this point
Jesus has been doing that as he has pricked the bubptmpbsity and religiosity of the Scribes,
Pharisees and Sadducees, as he has exposed the hygatiaseavho claimed to be righteous but were
not. The world is full of false righteousness, of raed women who consider themselves to be following
a morality and treading a path of ethical behaviour ithan fact, quite at odds with the path laid down by
God in his word. It is a false righteousness in wisickcalled human rights trump faith, in which love
trumps truth, in which dogma trumps grace. We see ir@llral us, within and without the church. It
manifests itself when people start to draw up the rlles$elves or, more often, take the rules that God
has given us, the laws of his Kingdom, and gradually chamge until they look nothing like they
originally did. It’s really self-righteousness.

Of course, such righteousness always starts off irrigie place. Human rights, love, doctrine are all
very clearly evident in God’s word. But imperceptibly see things change so that human rights, rather
than being a form of protection for those who aretmoserable (as we see in, for examgleyiticug
becomes a means of the rich and influential prote¢hiagiselves against anything that might affect their
own very personal interests. Love, at the verythefthe gospel of Jesus Christ and expressed in such
amazing ways il Corinthians 13 becomes little more than a sentimental expressidolerance and is
divorced completely from any sense of responsibility)consequence, a feel-good idea that we’ll all get
there (wherever “there” might be) in the end and itsttereally matter how we respond to God. In
churches particularly, dogma and doctrine, those mearsawe of ensuring that our faith in God is kept
focussed and biblically based, become simply sticks & these with whom we do not agree, without
any idea of God’s overwhelming grace and mercy. Itfalse righteousness and as Jesus goes to the
Father it will be the Holy Spirit who will continue expose it.

And thirdly, the Holy Spirit willexpose the poor judgement of the world “The prince of this world
now stands condemnedsays Jesus. The world has completely the wrong @least what's going on
and about their own eventual judgement. And they've detraded this in their poor choice of which
side to back. They have shown flawed judgement in fadigwhe prince of this world — the Devil, the
forces of evil, Satan, however you want to desctibe because he was already condemned by God and
has now been decisively defeated by the death and resomr®f Jesus. People may protest that it
doesn't look very much as if evil has been defeatedwein this Kingdom reaches its fulflment, you'll
see that’s true. The battle has been won and weaaveexperiencing the last frustrated thrashing about
of the losers. As we were saying last Sunday eveitia@ bit like the analogy of a league table in which
one team has amassed so many points by Februanhéyakriiow they'll be champions in May — no-one
can possibly catch them up, but they still have to platythe rest of the season. We are now living in
that time between Jesus ensuring that he will wingague and the end of the season. There’s no doubt
who will be crowned champion when he returns, soawshvery poor judgement indeed if you back the
others side to win — there’s no chance of that hapgeniAnd the Holy Spirit exposes that poor
judgement.



2. TO THE DISCIPLES (wW12,13)

But this same Holy Spirit has a ministry to the digsplto the followers of Jesus as well. He \gillide

you into all truth” says Jesus. The Spirit will continue to teach theipks because Jesus has more to
teach them but has run out of time. It was imposéivlelesus to teach his followers everything in the
short time he was with them on earth. John himseifits to that ir20:30 and21:25 Jesus has told
them so much, but there is more to be revealed, so tnutthto be gleaned from what he has already
said, so much of his teaching to be “unpacked”. It wss ptetty difficult for Jesus to tell the disciples
everything he wanted to because their understanding m&edi Just think of the things he said that
they couldn’t have understood which we can now seetiwlbenefit of hindsight — stuff about his death
and resurrection which just wouldn’'t have made sensé&dm,t but which seems as clear as day to us
because we now know the whole story (or, at leasterabthe story than they did). There’s a littlethin
of that in the things Luke tells us about how Jesus opiee8criptures to the two people on the road to
Emmaus on Easter Sunday evening, showing them how Wwathtid just experienced fitted into God’s
plan for the redemption of creation and the salvatibhumnanity. And later that same evening, Jesus
opened the minds of the disciples to understand the SceptiBat he was going away, and the Holy
Spirit would continue that work in their lives, in theinds.

What he is not saying is that there will be additidnadh, things to add to his teaching, things which are
different from what Jesus has already said. Johnr€atvhis commentary on these verses, points to the
errors (as he sees them)‘thfe Papists and the Mohammedansho have added church tradition and the
Q’ran respectively to the revelation of Jesus and githlem equal or greater status. We might add the
teachings of Mormonism and the Jehovah’'s Witnessds indeed, some of the wackier fringes of the
Christian Church. The Spirit does not give new reigfadbout Jesus, but rather helps us to appreciate
the further unfolding of Jesus’ existingrygmathrough preaching, teaching, the Spirit’s insight and
inspiration, and the spiritual gifts of knowledge and wisddtis the Holy Spirit who inspires those who
preach and expound, who write and teach, who offer ney@ wfdooking at eternal truths, who have just
the right word for the moment when people need it.

Based on what we have written in this book, the Bitile words of Moses and David, of the Hebrew
Prophets and gospel writers, of Jesus himself and PalPeted and James and John, the Spirit enables
us to dig deeper into these things and discover the trathstlalready hidden there. Haill speak only
what he hears” even the Spirit doesn’t bring anything new in thesseuf as yet unheard of. | remember
one of my theological college lecturers saying thatoifi think you've discovered something about the
Gospel that is completely new after two thousand yeagrayer and scholarship, you maybe ought to
think again! The Spirit simply leads us further into thimgs that God has already spoken. That was
happening by the time John wrote these words — Jesugpbkdnsthem, John reported them, but Paul
and Peter were already interpreting them and applying taledhsharing that with the Christians to whom
they wrote letters and the as yet unbelievers to witihay preached. Many of you here this morning will
have had those moments of enlightenment as you rpadsage of Scripture and the Holy Spirit enables
you to see something in it or to understand somethimg irthat you've never spotted before. That's the
Spirit of truth, guiding you into all truth — a path that wé never fully exhaust, because there is always
so much more.

3. TO JESUS (w14,15)

And finally the Holy Spirit will exercise a ministnyith regard to Jesus himself. We are told here that he
will bring glory to Jesus. He wiftake what is mine and make it known to youThe Holy Spirit grants

us greater and greater insight into who Jesus is andhgh@des. He inspires us in our relationship with
him, in our knowledge of him. He opens our eyes to #wbance and the power and the awesome
majesty of Jesus — to hi glory. He helps us to focu¥esos and see the fullness of that glory. Jesus is no
longer with us physically — and even when he was a @iysiesence in Palestine very few people were
privileged to see his glory, only really Peter, JanmesJohn when he was transfigured on the mountain.



But the Holy Spirit now gives us glimpses of Jesus’ glony motivates us in our worship of him. The
more we discover about Jesus, the deeper grows our melagowith him — just as in any relationship —
and the deeper grows our worship. That has a spin aff, imoour appreciation of the Holy Trinity.
There’s no developed doctrine of the Holy Trinity ore tNew Testament, no explanation of it or
codifying of it, but there are little insights into thgnamic at its heart as we get here — Father, Son and
Holy Spirit with their distinct roles and person, bugithnseparable unity and oneness.

We said earlier that the presence of the Holy Sgird marker of the Kingdom of God, a sign of God’s
reign and rule in this world, a foretaste of that etekmgdom which we all shall share. And we can now
see the three elements that make up the life of thgdkim, pointing off in different directions. In the
direction of the world there is the element of preaghiproclamation, evangelism — confronting the
world with the claims of Jesus Christ, with the tgatif sin, of true righteousness demonstrated in the
grace and mercy of God, and of the folly of making thengrjudgement about Jesus Christ. The Holy
Spirit is at work in the lives of men and women anatigh the proclamation of his followers. The late
Donald English, a great preacher and evangelist, onceede@ivangelism asSeeing where the Holy
Spirit is at work and joining him in it.”A feature of the Holy Spirit's presence in the KingdohGod is
that Christ’s followers are proclaiming the gospellmirt words and by their lives.

In the direction of the disciples, of the followersJelus, there is the element of teaching. Where God’s
Kingdom is being built Christians are being built up. They studying the Bible for themselves with the
help of the Holy Spirit’s insight, through scholars andtevs and those who help us to understand, as
well as by those special insights that he sometimastgus as we read. They are listening to those who
have themselves studied and dug deep into the Word of God lamahvare the fruit of that in their
preaching and teaching, having been helped by the Holit 8pithey prepared and as they deliver the
fruits of that study and preparation. And as that tegciirput into practice, as those things which the
Holy Spirit shows us in God’s word are lived out in oued, then the justice and righteousness that are
of God begin to be apparent in our communities.

And in the direction of Jesus, there is the elementathip. As the Holy Spirit shows us more of Jesus
and more of his love and grace and majesty, then wdraren into worship — we have no option. The
character and beauty and work of Jesus force us to ous kmdbanksgiving and praise and prayer.
Where the Kingdom of God is being built, there is autber@hrist-centred, Spirit-inspired worship.
That worship can both build up believers and draw in tidseas yet do not believe.

All this, then, is by way of reassuring the discipléslesus who are going to need to get used to facing
opposition and confronting evil without the physical pneseof Jesus beside them, disciples who need
encouragement when it seems as if evil is gaining ther el and people want nothing to do with the
gospel. Jesus, in a sense, lives on through the preaedcactivity of his Holy Spirit. And, as always,
that makes all the difference to us.

Questions for discussion on the next page



“THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT”
John 16:4b-15

As Jesus makes his departure explicit, he reveals that he has a bit more to tell his disciples. There are things
they need to know about what’s going to happen next. And what’s going to happen next can’t happen until
he is gone. For the inauguration of this Kingdom, this righteous reign of God, it is necessary for some other
things to take place — the death, resurrection and exaltation of Jesus must take place. Only then can the
promised Holy Spirit arrive. And the Holy Spirit’s presence is one of the key markers of this Kingdom, one of
the sure signs of God’s holy rule. So this departure of Jesus — so untimely to human eyes — will make it
possible for the Spirit to arrive and the Spirit will bring new ministries, new ways of proclaiming the Kingdom
of God, of spreading the Gospel message that God wants all the world to hear. The three ministries
mentioned here are ...

1. TO THE WORLD (wvv8-11)
The Holy Spirit is going to expose the thinking, the attitudes of the world for what they are.

a) The Holy Spirit will expose the sin of the world. It is through the Holy Spirit's work that people
will see that their lives are out of line with what God expects and wills. This is both exemplified by
and caused by unbelief.

b) The Holy Spirit will expose the “righteousness” of the world for what it is. Up to this point
Jesus has been doing that. The world is full of false righteousness, which manifests itself when people
start to draw up the rules themselves or, more often, take the rules that God has given us, the laws
of his Kingdom, and gradually change them until they look nothing like they originally did.

c) The Holy Spirit will expose the poor judgement of the world. "7he prince of this world now
stands condemned”, says Jesus. The world has demonstrated their poor choice of which side to
back. They have shown flawed judgement in following the prince of this world.

2. TO THE DISCIPLES (wv12,13)

He will “"guide you into all truth”says Jesus. The Spirit will continue to teach the disciples because Jesus has
more to teach them but has run out of time. (See John 20:30 and 21:25.) The Spirit enables us to dig
deeper into God’s word and discover the truth that is already hidden there.

3. TO JESUS (wvvi4,15)
We are told here that he will bring glory to Jesus. The Holy Spirit grants us greater and greater insight into
who Jesus is and what he does. He inspires us in our relationship with him and motivates us in our worship
of him.
The Holy Spirit is @ marker of the Kingdom of God in three ways. In the direction of the world there is the
element of preaching, proclamation, evangelism. In the direction of the disciples there is the element of
teaching. And in the direction of Jesus, there is the element of worship.

Questions for discussion
1. Why didn't Jesus tell the disciples all this earlier in his ministry?

2. “The Holy Spirit's presence is one of the key markers of the Kingdom.” What other markers of the
Kingdom of God are there?

3. The NIV uses the word “Counsellor” to refer to the Holy Spirit. What do you understand by that
term? What other terms could have been used?

4. In what ways does the Holy Spirit expose the wrongs of the world?

5. "The Holy Spirit will guide you into all truth.” Do you think there is truth that is not contained in the
Bible? Why/why not?

6. In what ways is this passage an encouragement to Christians?



