Wade Street Church 15.05.11 am

“GOING BY THE BOOK ”
Romans 10:17

In these few weeks after Easter, we're looking at vlagipened to the disciples as they struggled to come
to terms with everything that had happened over thaziagaveekend. The events of Good Friday and
Easter Sunday revolutionised their lives and changed ¢hlel \wm a way that was totally unique. By the
evening of Easter Sunday they had plumbed the depths of daspaclimbed the heights of joy and
relief. Even Thomas, as we saw last week, who'dedisait on all the initial fuss and was rather unsure
about what everyone else was saying, came to recognise€onfess that Jesus was not only alive, but
was worthy of his worship and Lord and God.

Jesus, of course, did his best to try and reassure thanddo help them find some way of fitting all that
had happened into their view of the world. Their expesewas something that no-one had really had
either before or since. They didn't really know haacbpe with it all, how to see it as the culminatidn

all that had happened and the start of a whole new prolfex mission of God’s kingdom. To do that,
Jesus does two or three very important things. Fireficourse, he appears to them and speaks with
them. That in itself is a pretty good reminder thatshalive and well and ready for them to take over the
baton of spreading the message of the Kingdom. But ber@isinds them of his own words — with the
help of the angels who were waiting for them at thptgrtomb. He’s done thindgust as he said’; they

told the bewildered womefiRemember what he said.”

And he also shows his followers just how all this it with the Scriptures, with the texts with which
they would have been familiar through their attendancgy@agogue and their many conversations with
him over the past three years. That's most clestdyed by Luke, both in his story of the two people
walking out to Emmaud.(ke 24:13ff and as he reports what happened when Jesus appearedést the
of them later that evenin@4:36ff). In both situations Jesus explained what had happenexdnging to
the Hebrew Scriptures. As he said to the whole grtnerything must be fulfilled that is written about
me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the P3alfisd Luke continuesThe he opened their minds
so that they could understand the Scriptures. He told tfiém is what is written ... "And in doing so,

he reignites their faith.

That vital link — the link between the words of Jeshe, Message, and the faith of those who hear — is at
the heart of what Paul is writing aboutRomans 10from which we’ve just read. You'll have picked up
from those verses that Paul is referring to the Jepgople and their attitude to the message, the gospel,
but it’s set in the wider context of Paul's theologyickhapplies to all people. The message of Jesus and
the faith of the Christian are inextricably linked“Faith comes from hearing the message, and the

message is heard through the word of ChristNow there are all kinds of things we could say this



morning about the way those words are put together, thethey're translated and the relationship
between them and the rest of what Paul is saying,’lbapare you most of that and sum up what could
otherwise be a very long discussion indeed by sayingthligtmessage which ignites or re-ignites our
faith is at the very heart of the Bible and it's wlgsus refers back to it when he’s trying to help the
disciples after the resurrection.

It's a message which is imperative to faith — botltaming to faith in the first place and to growing and
developing in that faith. It's a message that doesisaioday what it did for those first followers of Jesus
SO many centuries ago. It helps us to make sense @Wwuexperience, seeing how what happens to us
and to our world is part of God’s greater Kingdom agendad iAlays the foundation for our future and
ongoing discipleship, by inspiring, challenging, encouragind, aometimes, rebuking us, by holding a
mirror up to us and showing us more clearly things about, @oout our world and about ourselves.

Paul writes that this message is hedhtough the word of Christ” Once again, the scholars will tell
you that there’s a bit of ambiguity in that phrase,aambiguity that is apparent both in Greek and in
English. Are we talking about the very words of Chhistself, the things he said and taught? Or are we
talking about the things that are saldout Christ, the gospel story and all its implications? lIWie
practice it really boils down to the same thing — angvay we have both things preserved for us and
handed down to us in the form of The Bible. So howa all linked together? Three things about Jesus
and The Bible and three things about us and The Bible.

1. CHRIST LOOKS BACK TO THE OLD TESTAMENT

We see this most clearly apparent in the story walk@ady mentioned, but there are other places in the
gospel accounts where we can see that Jesus looks baokl tauilds upon the Hebrew Scriptures, the
texts with which his listeners would have been familiInLuke 24we have those two occasions where
Luke tells us explicitly that Jesus explained what he @aasg and what his mission was in the light of
the Law, the Prophets and the Psalms — the threesedi the Scriptures that we now refer to as the Old
Testament. He looked back and demonstrated how thisalveesally about the way in which God was
going to come into the world to put right the wrongs tiet been visited on the world through the sin of
humanity. He was going to send his Messiah, his chasdmanointed representative, and this Messiah,
this Christ, would live, suffer, die and be restoredfeods part of God’s great plan for the redemption of
creation and the salvation of humanity. It was throcagteful reading of the Old Testament that people

would be able to make sense of the mission of Jesuthanelvents which had so recently burst into the



lives of the disciples. Without the Old Testamentyats impossible to understand what Jesus had done

and what the eternal consequences of that would be.

2. CHRIST RE-INTERPRETS THE OLD TESTAMENT

Much of what Jesus would have shown the disciples orfittEaster Sunday evening would have been
a straightforward reading of Jesus’ life and mission th& narrative of the Old Testament. There were
plenty of prophecies that were very clearly and unambidyduliled through the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus. But there were other partsJémis re-interpreted in the light of his Kingdom
mission. Usually he makes it clear himself that 'shathat he’s doing. Just a couple of examples will
illustrate what | mean. Think back to those passagélseirSermon On The Mount where Jesus takes
words from the Old Testament and then reworks therhdav gust what he’s about. Matthew 5, 6he
guotes the Old Testament laws about murder, adultery, divogtribution and tithing, and then re-states

them for a whole new world, a world of holiness, aldievhere attitudes are as important as behaviour.

And later, in that emotion-charged upstairs room onnigbt of his betrayal and arrest, he goes to the
very heart of the Jewish system of ritual and remand® to put himself at the centre of the Passover, re
interpreting the sacrifice of the Passover lamb asohin death, in a way that we shall shortly be doing
ourselves. And as we zoom out from those two closelyssed examples we see that the whole of the
Gospels are doing just as Jesus does — re-interpretingldhn&e&tament in the light of Jesus’ life and
teaching. Matthew, particularly, quotes frequently frdra Hebrew Scriptures, and Luke also draws
some strong parallels. Mark and John are less expliditthere’s no disguising their awareness that what
Jesus is doing is all of a piece with what's gone befddet only the Old Testament and Jesus’ use of it
are part of the message of Christ, but so are the gaspalints themselves.

3. OTHERS REPORT AND INTERPRET CHRIST

And then, of course, we have thets of the Apostlesnd the letters which make up the remainder of our
Bibles. Most ofActs is narrative, straightforward reporting, but it includbsse sermons and other
sayings which begin to relate the life and teachinge-nhssage — of Jesus to the situations faced by men
and women in the everyday world. The letters of PRekter, John, James and so on go further,
interpreting the words of Jesus and starting to draw tbgéther in a way that can truly be called the
word of Christ, Here is the message which is sd faaus today, so vital for a world which is in
desperate need of hearing the gospel, so vital for althdrich is called to make that gospel known.



The message that is vital for our faith, then, isiessage that comes to us through the word of Jesus
Christ, the word which now brings together the Old de&nt, the Gospels and the rest of the New
Testament — Jesus re-telling and re-interpreting the lalgstary of God’s grace and his activity in the
world. If we are to grow in faith — and to lead otherdaith — then this is the message that needs to be
heard. We need to take seriously — for it is, indeedatéemof life and death — this word, this Bible that
we hold in our hands. For if we do not take it seriqudlgn we end up as the man whom Jesus
describes irMatthew 7:24ff in that familiar story of the two builders. But whadoes it mean to take it

seriously? How can this message help us in our faith?

1. STUDY IT

Paul writes thatfaith comes through hearing the messageln his very orally-oriented culture it did
come through hearing for most people — hence his ins&sten preaching and proclamation. Without in
any way wanting to diminish the importance of preacland teaching, | want to urge you to read this
book. Read it, study it, learn it, reflect on it, feanise yourself with it. Jesus opened the Scriptures to
the couple on the road to Emmaus and he opened the mitidsather disciples so that could understand
the Scriptures. You've just got to read it — there i®tier way to familiarise yourself with it. (And by
reading | also mean listening to it on CD, MP3 andhait.) Find out where the various books are. Read
bits of it out loud to yourself to help it sink in, Usther books to help you understand it. Follow a daily
reading scheme. But do it regularly and frequently. I'tmromazed at people who can sing along word
perfect to songs on the radio, or who can reciteditfogue along with the film on television or who can
guote chunks of novels or poetry that they've had tanlé&ar exams. We should be doing that with the
Bible, with the message, with the word of Christ.ydli don’t read the Bible daily already, make a start
this week, for without that your faith will be diminesth

2. SHARE IT

One of my aunties had a habit, which can often beesged in the Church Office on occasions, by which
whenever anyone said or did anything she’d sing an appt®fina of a popular song to you. (When the
window cleaner turned up, we’'d have a snatch of Georgel#yonf a cup of tea was offered, Bernard
Cribbins would be remembered.) In a sense, we oudbe tioing that with the word of Christ — quoting

it, referring to it, sharing it with those around us$s & help to each other’s faith if we can encourage o



another with words of Scripture from time to timet gan become a bit of an irritant if that’s all yever

do, of course.) Build one another up with the word oisththe message which brings faith.

But share it with others as well, with those whoyas have not come to faith. Be prepared to use the
word of Christ appropriately when you have opportunity. u Yaight not be quoting verses verbatim as
you would do with those who share your faith, but shasomething of the gospel message with others is
vital if they are to have an opportunity to responddsud. Isn’t that what Paul is saying in the earlier
verses in this chapteRpmans 10:14f? “Faith comes from hearing the message”there’s a great
defence of preaching and proclamation there, but it's alsout hearing it in conversation, in daily
interaction, in the very fabric of our everyday livedout speaking out plainly and prophetically into a

society which has lost any notion of a shared setlies and divinely appointed message.

3. LIVEIT

And, of course, this is where the rubber hits the rothidias to make a difference in our lives. If we are
studying the message, the word of Christ, if we areirghalr clearly and uncompromisingly with the
community around us, if we are speaking it into a worldctviseems to have no inkling that God loves it
and wants to redeem it, then it will transform usverg way. As we hear what Jesus has to say, as we
read the Old Testament through the lens of his lifetaadhing, as we immerse ourselves in the letters in
which Paul, Peter and the others show us what follpwasus is really all about, then we will want to
live lives that are radically different from those tbé people whose lives are shaped by the message of
the world around — the advertisers, the celebrities, téhevision freak-show hosts, the newspaper
columnists and the agony aunts whose words drip daily, yhoild our minds and poison our attitudes
and warp our behaviour. If we truly want to grow inHaats disciples of Jesus Christ we need to hear his
word, to listen to his message, to live out day by Haytituths that are contained in this Bible.

You have heard the message. You know the gospel. But ikempng to it. Keep reading it. Keep
studying and sharing and living it. For without that, aoly will your faith be stunted, but those around
you will be denied the opportunity to respond to Jesus argp ghe hope that he holds out of a fulfilled

life now and a life of peace for all eternity.

Discussion questions on next page



“GOING BY THE BOOK"
Luke 24:36-49; Romans 10:14-17

Jesus shows his followers just how the events of Easter fit in with the Scriptures, with the texts with
which they would have been familiar through their attendance at synagogue and their many
conversations with him over the past three years. And in doing so, he reignites their faith.

That vital link — the link between the words of Jesus and the faith of those who hear — is at the heart of
what Paul is writing about in Romans 10. Paul is referring to the Jewish people and their attitude to the
message, the gospel, but it's set in the wider context of Paul’s theology which applies to all people. The
message of Jesus and the faith of the Christian are inextricably linked — "Faith comes from hearing the
message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.”

It's a message which is imperative to faith — both to coming to faith in the first place and to growing and
developing in that faith. It's a message that does for us today what it did for those first followers of
Jesus so many centuries ago. It helps us to make sense of our own experience, seeing how what
happens to us and to our world is part of God’s greater Kingdom agenda. And it lays the foundation for
our future and ongoing discipleship, by inspiring, challenging, encouraging and, sometimes, rebuking us,
by holding a mirror up to us and showing us more clearly things about God, about our world and about
ourselves.

1. CHRIST LOOKS BACK TO THE OLD TESTAMENT

Jesus looked back and demonstrated how this was all really about the way in which God was going to
come into the world to put right the wrongs that had been visited on the world through the sin of
humanity. Without the Old Testament, it was impossible to understand what Jesus had done and what
the eternal consequences of that would be.

2. CHRIST RE-INTERPRETS THE OLD TESTAMENT

There were plenty of prophecies that were very clearly and unambiguously fulfilled through the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus. But there were other parts that Jesus re-interpreted in the light of his
Kingdom mission. Look at Matthew 5,6 and at the way Jesus shares the Passover.

3. OTHERS REPORT AND INTERPRET CHRIST

Most of Acts is narrative, straightforward reporting, but it includes those sermons and other sayings
which begin to relate the life and teaching — the message — of Jesus to the situations faced by men and
women in the everyday world. The letters of Paul, Peter, John, James and so on go further, interpreting
the words of Jesus and starting to draw it all together in a way that can truly be called the word of
Christ.

The message that is vital for our faith, then, is the message that comes to us through the word of Jesus
Christ, the word which now brings together the Old Testament, the Gospels and the rest of the New
Testament — Jesus re-telling and re-interpreting the age-old story of God’s grace and his activity in the
world. If we don't take it seriously, then we end up as the man whom Jesus describes in Matthew
/:24ff. How do we do that?

4. STUDYIT

Read the Bible, study it, learn it, reflect on it, familiarise yourself with it. Jesus opened the Scriptures to
the couple on the road to Emmaus and he opened the minds of the other disciples so that could
understand the Scriptures. You've just got to read it — there is no other way to familiarise yourself with
it.



5. SHARE IT

It's a help to each other’s faith if we can encourage one another with words of Scripture from time to
time. And share it with others as well, with those who as yet have not come to faith. Be prepared to
use the word of Christ appropriately when you have opportunity. (Look at Romans 10:14f%)?

6. LIVEIT

It has to make a difference in our lives. If we are studying the message, the word of Christ, if we are
sharing it clearly and uncompromisingly with the community around us, if we are speaking it into a
world which seems to have no inkling that God loves it and wants to redeem it, then it will transform us

in every way. If we truly want to grow in faith as disciples of Jesus Christ we need to hear his word, to
listen to his message, to live out day by day the truths that are contained in this Bible.

Questions for discussion

1. Why was it so important for Jesus to use the Scriptures when speaking to his disciples?

2. Find some examples from The Law, The Prophets and The Psalms of prophecies which look forward
to Jesus’ life and death. How do you respond to them?

3. Why do you think so many of us are reluctant to read the Bible regularly? Do you find it easy or
difficult? Why?

4. How can sharing words from the Bible be a help to the faith of other Christians?

5. Paul writes about preaching in Romans 10:14,15. Do you think preaching is still useful or has it had
its day? Why?

6. In what ways can living out what we read in the Bible transform us and influence other people?

7. What has struck you most forcibly in reading these passages and discussing them? What will you do
about it?



