Wade Street Church 06.06.10 am (Thanksgivingdoathan Bridle)

“WE'RE ALL SPECIAL "
Genesis 1:24-31

Jonathan is very special person this morning. We talken time to thank God for him, and I'm sure his
family has done that many times in the last few mentBabies are always somehow special, aren't they?
But I'm sure that there are plenty of other childreth plenty of other people whom each of you consider
special — people you love, people you care for and care,gimaple who have a particular place in your
heart and in your thoughts. And I'm sure, too, that rabst feel we are special to someone. They say,
don't they, of even the most unlovely and unlovableadtars,“Well, his mum loves him.” Of course,
there may be some here today who don't necessailyhiat — you actually feel unloved, that you're not
really special to anyone. Well, what we have readhfthe Bible this morning reminds us that we are all
special to God — we all matter to him very much indeed.

We've just read from the Biblical account of the aogat I'm not going to debate this morning all the ins
and outs of whether it's a literal account or not —trabgou have got your own views and no-one's going
to change that in twenty minutes! But whether Godteckthe world in six days or six billion years, the

writer of Genesitlearly wanted to communicate that there's somethang special about human beings

as far as God is concerned. These creation stetiestthree things about what God intended for us.

Firstly, human beings are created in the image of God. Bothamdnvomen are created to be little
replicas of God in this wonderful creation that has pes¢n finished. (Notice that it's both men and
women — we all bear something of God's likeness!) WaeesGod's capacity for love, for emotion, for
doing good. And we are given responsibility for looking raftee world that God has created. There is
something of God in each and every one of us.

Secondly,human beings are blessed by God. That little phraes dieginning o¥28is not mentioned in
the accounts of any of the other created things. Gasdspecially wished the human race well. This
morning we asked God to bless these two little balidstlzat is what God wanted for everyone right at
the beginning of our history. He wanted the very b@sts — which is why he goes on with the rest of his
speech invw28-30 Human beings were given the very best of creatouse responsibly for their own
needs.

Thirdly, human beings were actually given life by God. Agaiat'shrsomething that is not said about any
of the other creatures in the world. God specifidalyathed his life into human beings4). Not only

do we share God's image and live in the light of hissbig, but we are also filled with his life — a special
life which enable us to get the very best out oftalt the has made..

There's no doubt about it — if we look at how the cogatif human beings is described in comparison with
the rest of creation, there's something very spebalt you and me. Of course, God cherishes all
creation. Again and again we readdenesis lthat“God saw that it was good.”We are not following
God's plan for the world if we demean and exploit whatdseemade and put us in charge of as responsible
stewards. And at other places in the Bible it is nadar that God wants the best for all created things.
But he has a special affinity with human beings, wih ynd me — a special love and concern for us, just
as a family has a special love and concern for asoaby.

And yet ..... You don't need to be a hardened cyrscntloirning to see that things haven't really turned
out as it seems God wanted them to. The apparenbblike first human beings — Adam and Eve — and
the paradise of the world which God pronounced good ar&onomuch to the fore today, are they? In

fact, when we look around us, when we watch the newtelemision or listen to the radio, when we

examine our own experiences of life, we see that mbss don't appear to have much of the caring and
loving image of God in us. The blessing of God seenmate gone horribly wrong as we have been a bit
too “fruitful”. We have raped and despoiled the earth wime were intended to manage wisely and



carefully. The life of God in us has turned sour to ¢kéent that many people just want out — for
themselves or for others — by way of murder, suicidehamatsia, abortion. Special? Really we'd rather
not be so special. The intellect and emotions wivethave and which mark us off from the animals can
easily seem a curse rather than a blessing.

Well, if we had read a bit further Genesisve would have discovered that the first human beings dpat

too big for their boots. It wasn't long before etdrted to get a foothold in this bright new world. beo
made in the image of God wasn't enough — they wanted &obe The freedom to make choices was
abused and the wrong choices were made. The things @bithhad told them to leave alone became an
obsession and the things which he had delegated to tharpravilege and a responsibility became a chore
and burden. The wonderful world became a place of dangetearor. Rather than respect it, human
beings resented it. And the selfishness and rebeallmhsheer disobedience of those first human beings
became a part of life for everyone who followed them.

So today, thousands of years later, we see the accenhdlabris of hundreds of generations of selfishness
and neglect. All of us, if we are honest, can seetthees of it in our own lives — selfishness,
dissatisfaction, lack of fulflment, jealousy, hatrefind as we look around — with a more critical eye than
we cast on ourselves — we see a world that is tedself) apart. Special to God? It doesn't look like it,
does it?

But although, as Paul tells us in his letter to the Ro@aristians, God was content to let human beings
get on with it, he never forgot that we are his spec@ation. He never forgot that we are made in his
image, that we are filled with his life, that righttae beginning he blessed us. And he didn't want us to
forget either. The Old Testament is a story of hevirled again and again to convince the human race of
his love for them. Through the people of Israel andt f@phets he called out to his special creation.
But the message didn't even sink in to the people ofl lsrdee people who were supposed to be, as the
Bible puts it,“a light for the other nations.” They never really took the message seriously theasedo

it never got passed on.

So God tried again. You see, he couldn't impose himselsc- that would infringe our liberty to choose
and would detract from the very things that make us hurBanhe sent the message another way. In fact,
he came himself — in disguise, almost. Jesus, thetCtaise into our world, and emphasised that we are
special to God by coming as a human being himself. #t@tdihout from the heavens with some kind of
celestial megaphone. He turned up and showed what beingim#eimage of God was all about. He
came and demonstrated what it was like to live as f'Sstife was really in you. He lived a life that
sparkled with God's blessing.

Jesus showed compassion and concern for everyone he amet modelled in his own life and activity
what it was like really to care for people and for toea He spoke to crowds and did amazing things for
thousands of people — but he also found time to show Weay person is special to God as he spoke to
and healed and transformed the lives of individual peoplepleenvho were often unloved, neglected,
lonely, on the margins.

Eventually, as I'm sure you know, Jesus died — executedvmoden cross.The Hitch Hiker's Guide to
the Galaxysays thatone man was nailed to a tree for saying how great it would be to be neojle
for a change.” Well, that's part of it, | suppose — but there's a héeklot more to what Jesus was about
than that. Jesus hung there to identify with hopeledshapless humanity — God saying, “Don't think |
don't know what you're going through. You're so speciahé¢othat I'll stand with you in your need.”
God identified with us, with his special creation. Hentifies with you — with you, in all your anxiety, all
your pain, all your guilt.

And what's more, he does something about it too. wayathat | can never fully understand, that sacrifice
that Jesus made means that you and | can once moeedreited with God. The great rift that grew up



between human beings and God, caused by our own selisindsby all those wrong choices, can be
crossed. You've never stopped being special to God, ugihrwhat Jesus did you can know it and
experience it. What you have to do is recognise tiag$ have gone wrong — which isn't always that easy
— and ask God to change things in your life. You needdepachat what Jesus did wasn't some futile and
feckless gesture, but was God's way of reaching out toreethat original blessing to you. God wants
you to model his image a bit better. He wants you tonkthe vibrancy and excitement of his life flowing
through you.

Jonathan is so special to his family — but you areitefy more special to God. You're special because
God made you. You're special because God gave you thetgapatiake mistakes. And you're special
because when you made those mistakes, God sent Jesasitie prway out. You're so special that Jesus
died for you. What are you going to do about it?



“"WE'RE ALL SPECIAL"”
Genesis 1:24-31

The creation stories tell us three things about what God intended for us:

Human beings are created in the image of God. We share God's capacity for love, for emotion, for
doing good. And we are given responsibility for looking after the world that God has created. There is
something of God in each and every one of us.

Human beings are blessed by God. That little phrase at the beginning of v2&is not mentioned in
the accounts of any of the other created things. God has specially wished the human race well. Human
beings were given the very best of creation to use responsibly for their own needs.

Human beings were given life by God. Again, that's something that is not said about any of the
other creatures in the world. God specifically breathed his life into human beings (2.7).

And yet things haven't really turned out as it seems God wanted them to. The freedom to make choices
was abused and the wrong choices were made. The things which God had told them to leave alone
became an obsession and the things which he had delegated to them as a privilege and a responsibility
became a chore and burden. The wonderful world became a place of danger and terror. Rather than
respect it, human beings resented it. And the selfishness and rebellion and sheer disobedience of those
first human beings became a part of life for everyone who followed them.

But although, as Paul tells us in his Letter to the Romans, God was content to let human beings get on
with it (Romans 1:18-32 especially w24,26,28), he never forgot that we are his special creation. So he
sent Jesus. Jesus showed compassion and concern for everyone he met — and modelled in his own life
and activity what it was like really to care for people and for creation. Eventually Jesus died to identify
with humanity. In a way that we can never fully understand, the sacrifice that Jesus made means that
we can once more be reconciled with God. We need to accept that what Jesus did was God's way of
reaching out to restore that original blessing to us.

Questions for discussion

1. What does it mean to you to be created “in the image of God”? How might that affect the way you
live your life?

2. If human beings were blessed by God, should we talk about “original blessing” rather than “original
sin”? How might that affect the way we think about humanity?

3. What is it (if anything) that sets us apart from the rest of the animal kingdom?

4. When Paul writes in Romans 1 about God “giving [people] over” to various things, what does he
actually mean? What does that mean for us?

5. “The wonderful world became a place of danger and terror”. In what ways is that apparent to us?

6. In what ways did Jesus “identify with humanity” ?



